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Mercury: A Broadcast of Hope 

The Naming 
By Diana Lancaster and David Benedict 

 

Primary Narrator:  Agnes Drew 

Themes:  Getting to know Agnes character 

  Introducing the idea of Mercury 

Tone:   Agnes starts very tentatively, gaining confidence as she goes along 

 

Agnes  {Almost whispers, clearly not right at the mic} 

 

  But I don't know what to say! 

 

Dr. Clark  Start by introducing yourself! 

 

Max  {yelling from the other room}  
 

  I said we're broadcasting! 

 

Agnes  {yelling too much into the mic}’ 

 

  It's working?? 

 

Max    It's working!  
 

Agnes 

...uhm...Hello! This is Agnes Drew with Max O’brien and Rosalind Clark 

 

Dr. Clark {interrupting} It’s Dr. Clark 

 

Agnes  ...right. Dr. Rosalind Clark {pause}.... this is the third day that we are broadcasting… 

which makes this day three. Actually it's somewhere around day one hundred or so. 

{Gradually talking faster} All three of us have a different number on how many days 

we've been here-I think we're at day 108 and Max says we're at day 98 and Dr Clark, 

who is after all a scientist, says it's day 101 so she's probably right  (starting to trail off) 

but I still think we've been here 108 days...  
 

Dr. Clark Regardless, this is day three since we've been back on the air! 

 

Agnes I hope that there is someone out there who can hear us... it's been a few months since 

They overran the station and the three of us are super lucky that we're safe here.... If you 

can hear me, I really hope you are safe too... and that you feel as lucky to be alive as I 

do! And I do feel very lucky.  
 

Which is a weird thing to feel, honestly. I mean, we’re pretty much all alone out here 

right now. Everything has changed and everything feels like a struggle. I thought school 

was hard, but this is a whole other level of learning and just getting a passing grade isn’t 

always going to cut it. You kind of have to get an A in everything all the time or else 

you’re...not going to be very happy.  Sometimes it can feel like we're in captivity here. 
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It would be easy to get restless, like a caged animal. But I haven't felt that. Our view on 

our situation is entirely up to how we wrap our own minds around it. Like the Roman 

god Mercury...he used the power of his mind to transform his surroundings. We could 

feel trapped here, but with the power of the mind this place becomes a sanctuary, a 

haven, a safe harbor. 
 

That’s why I’ve been collecting books whenever we go out on runs. I think those are 

just as important as food and water and gasoline and everything else we’re bringing 

back. All kinds of books. Instructional books are obviously important, but I’m bringing 

back every book I can find. Poems, fiction, non-fiction, even books on politics, although 

we haven’t heard anything from the police or anybody so I don’t know if politics are 

even a thing anymore. But one day they will be again. One day we’re going to have to 

re-create every good thing we ever had and books are going to help with that. I’m also 

keeping a journal so I can write down things we learn and stuff. 
 

I truly believe that we're not in this simply to survive, but to thrive! To be happy! 

Despite whatever is going on out there, we can still learn and grow and create. Dr Clark 

says that They aren't human anymore, but we are! Humanity will make it through this 

with everything that makes us human. As long as we continue to care for each other and 

see beauty in the world and form true connections with other people.  
 

We have to help each other. We need to reach out to other survivors, to other people. 

We have to reestablish communication with what's left of our world! That's why we're 

broadcasting. Being holed up in the station has provided us with the resources to 

communicate to whoever is still out there!  
 

Like those folks in the lighthouse! I know Max thinks they might be dangerous, but he’s 

just worried because of those guys that came by and robbed us right after the power 

went out. We haven’t had any problems like that since then, and I think we should give 

those folks the benefit of the doubt. So if you’re listening to us, lighthouse people, come 

on over! 

 

Max Wait, what? Agnes, what do you think you’re doing? 

 

Agnes C’mon, Max. We’ve been on the air for three days already and they haven’t come over 

and made any trouble. Besides, lighthouses are really cool. I found a book that talked 

about them and I’d love to hear about what living over there is like and maybe even go 

see it for myself. The book said that in the old days the lenses for lighthouses used to 

float and rotate in a bath of mercury. Hey, that’s the second time that’s come up. Maybe 

that could be our name! I’ve been saying we need a name, this could be it! 

 

Dr. Clark I don’t think that’s … very descriptive of what we’re doing. I mean, Max wants, and it 

sounds like you and I both agree, for this to be a … a broadcast of hope. What does 

mercury have to do with that? It’s poisonous and fluid and we’re trying to be a force for 

positivity and stability. I don’t even know that we need a name. 
 

Agnes Of course we need a name! And I think it should be Mercury! 

 It totally fits! The world has gone mad. You know the Mad Hatter? Mercury was used 

in curing felt used to make hats-that’s why hat makers went mad- they’d have mercury 

poisoning! 
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Max 

Well, unless you’re planning to run the generator off of mercury, we need to wrap this 

up for today. 
 

Agnes:  Uhm..yeah..Okay. This is Agnes Drew for Mercury: A broadcast of hope! 

 

Max  What?? 

 

Agnes  K bye!  
    

 


