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Zombie podcast 

Conspiracy 

By David Benedict 

 

Agnes:  I just feel like a name would really help people. We can’t just be 

“those guys in the radio station”. We need an identity! 

 

Max:  Ok, well, let’s hear some suggestions.  

 

Agnes I gave you one already! Mercury! It’s perfect. 

 

Max Can we talk about this later? Because I just hit the button and 

we’re on the air now. 

 

Agnes: Oh! Sorry! 

 

Max: It’s ok. Um, welcome everyone to today’s broadcast. I’m Max 

O’Brien and, as you can hear, Agnes is with me today. Dr. Clark is 

out at the moment, but should be back any minute now.  

 

Agnes: It’s just that Mercury is the perfect name for us. I’ve started writing 

down all of the reasons why... 

 

Max: Agnes, this isn’t what I was planning to use our broadcast time on 

today. 

 

Agnes: Sorry, sorry, it’s just...I get so excited thinking about this. It’s as 

close to normal as I’ve been able to feel for months. 

 

[Dr. Clark enters] 

 

Clark: I’m back. The marine science building is...well, it’s really hiit-or-

miss, but I think there’s enough stuff left there for me to work with. 

Oh, are we on the air right now? 

 

Max: Yes, and I’m glad you’re here because what I want to talk about is 

something you mentioned on the broadcast the other day.  

 

Clark: What was that? 
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Max: You brought up the idea that there might be a scientist 

somewhere who knows what happened. Someone who might 

have made a mistake or knows about a mistake that was made. 

 

Clark: So? 

 

Max: So...look, I’m no scientist, that’s your job. You can be looking for a 

scientific reason or a cure or whatever, but me...I can’t do those 

things. But what I can do is try to get to the bottom of what led up 

to this. Maybe we can figure out who is responsible and hold them 

accountable. Maybe if we can figure out who caused this they can 

help you with that cure. 

 

Clark: ...ok, I’m not a doctor, I’m not going to find a cure. I’m just trying to 

understand what is going on biologically. And  I don’t know how 

you think you’re going to find out who is responsible, but sure. 

 

Max: Well, what I was thinking is that we can talk to people who come 

by and just try to … piece it together from what they tell us and 

what we all know ourselves and then just start speculating. And 

maybe someone will hear what we’re saying and it will resonate 

with them and then… 

 

Clark: Wait, wait, wait. You want to just throw random stuff out there and 

see if anybody thinks it sounds right?? You can’t be serious. 

 

Max: Of course I’m serious. How else are we going to do this? I’ve even 

got my first one. Are you ready? 

 

Clark: Max, we’re broadcasting! You want to be burning fuel for this? I 

thought you had a mission to deliver a serious message. 

 

Max: This is a serious message. Look, here’s the theory. You 

remember the Large Hadron Collider? What if it introduced some 

kind of new particle into the universe? What if it did something 

totally unexpected and, I don’t know, folded space so we’re 

overlapping with another dimension. 

 

Clark: ...That’s the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard. 

 

Max: Doesn’t mean it’s not true. You know Schrodinger’s Cat? The 

thought experiment about quantum states? What if this new 

particle or fold in space or whatever has put people in some kind 

of weird quantum state where their status is uncertain? They’re 

between worlds, right? And that means we can’t observe them 

directly, although their bodies are still here. So, since they’re in a 

state of quantum uncertainty and we can’t observe them to 

collapse the probability field, they’re both alive AND dead! 

Zombies! 
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Agnes: Max...how many physics classes did you take when you were in 

school? 

 

Max: Just the one, it was one of the core required classes when I was a 

freshman. But I did read “A Brief History of Time” by that guy. 

 

Clark: Stephen Hawking. Who, if he were here, would have some choice 

words to say about what you just proposed. But at least you didn’t 

slander anybody, which is what I was afraid you were going to do. 

 

Max: I think it’s plausible. And maybe someone out there knows 

something and now that we’ve put it out into the world we can get 

some kind of verification or something. 

 

Clark: You’re not going to make a habit out of this, are you? 

 

Max:  Of what? Proposing logical explanations?  We have to get to the 

bottom of this! I’m going to start writing down anything I can think 

of that might explain what really happened and then I’m going to 

put it out there. And people are welcome to prove me right or 

wrong by giving us the real story. The truth is important! 

 

Clark:  Yes! The TRUTH is important. What you’re doing isn’t even 

tangentially related to the truth, you’re just making stuff up! 

 

Max: It’s a work in progress! Come on, Dr. Clark...it’s like an episode of 

The Walking Dead out there or some other zombie movie. Except 

it’s real. Those responsible must be found. And in the meantime, 

it’s a great way to keep the old brain cells moving. 

 

Clark: ….so you aren’t serious. 

 

Max: Let’s say I am serious. Maybe I’ll luck into the real truth. But we’re 

living in an outlandish time and there’s probably an outlandish 

explanation. 

 

Agnes: ...right. So, about that name. If you’ll just let me read I’ve written in 

my journal... 

 

Max: Agnes, why is this so important to you? And why are you so 

fixated on Mercury? First, I’m with Dr. Clark, I don’t know that we 

need an actual name. I mean, we don’t even know how long we’re 

going to be doing this. Maybe tomorrow everything will be ok 

again.  And second, if we absolutely HAVE to have a name, 

maybe something to do with the lighthouse? Balefire or The 

Beacon or something. 
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Agnes: Those are boring...actually Balefire sounds kind of cool, but also 

kind of grim. And you haven’t even listened to my ideas! I found all 

kinds of cool stuff about Mercury! 

 

Clark: Max is right. If you want to have a name I guess we can, but let’s 

think of something else. In the meantime, we need to wrap this up, 

having already wasted today’s broadcast. 

 

Max: It wasn’t a waste! 

 

Clark: Let’s have that argument off air. This is Dr. Clark for Max O’Brien 

and Agnes Drew signing off. We’ll talk to you all again tomorrow. 

 

[END] 

 


