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Mercury: A Broadcast of 

Hope 

Seasons 

By Diana Lancaster 

 

Dr. Clark Hello out there, to anyone who is listening! I am Dr. Rosalind 

Clark, broadcasting from WEHG on campus. While it’s been 

months since the lockdown and outbreak in this area, it has been 

just Five days since we’ve been able to come back on the air. I 

am with two other people, safely barricaded in the few rooms that 

are part of the student radio broadcast building. Our goal is to 

broadcast for a few minutes each day. 

{door opens} 

 

Agnes (off mic) Have you started yet? 

 

Dr. Clark Yes, Agnes, I have! Please shut the door! 

 

Agnes (stage whisper) Sorry!  

 (normal voice) Don’t forget that our broadcast is called “Mercury!” 

 

Dr. Clark We haven’t decided that yet! Now go! 

 

{door closes} 

 

Dr. Clark That was Agnes, an English major who was interning here at the 

station. The other member of our team is Max, the station 

manager. 

 

 I am an ecologist. I specialize in the local marine fauna. I 

happened to be in the studio to give an interview when the fall 

came. I’m a tenured professor of Marine Science here. My office 

and my lab are in the adjacent building to the station. As a 

scientist, I feel the responsibility to learn as much as I can about 

the zombies and how they operate. We need to learn a lot more in 

order to survive. 

 

From a scientific standpoint, the zombies are incredibly strange. 

They exhibit incongruous behaviors and they seem to be adapting 

to their surroundings in a remarkably short amount of time. While 
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no one has had time to extensively observe these...things, I’m 

going to share my own observations and predictions for what we 

might be seeing as far as seasonal changes in the next few 

months. 

 

 The most noteable behavior that I have encountered is a form of 

hydrophobia. We are located on the shoreline, a mere 500 feet 

from the spring high-tide mark. The zombies don’t go into the 

water. In their seemingly random wanderings, the zombies 

abruptly stop in their tracks when they meet the water’s edge. In 

fact, I’m not sure they even touch it. It’s as if there is a barrier 

within inches of the water’s edge that they can not overcome. 

They stand almost still, swaying for a few minutes, before turning 

slightly and wandering in another direction. 

 

 When it rains heavily, they are similarly stopped in their tracks, as 

if suddenly prevented from moving forward. This behavior seems 

to be linked with large amounts of water. The first sprinkling when 

it is just starting to rain, on the other hand, has quite the opposite 

effect: the zombies seem to be enraged by it. Their movements 

become more erratic, faster and (if I could attribute emotions to 

them), they are angry. When the mist clears or the rain stops, they 

immediately return to their previous state. 

 

If there is a heavy sea mist in the air or dense fog, they seem 

similarly agitated. It is my opinion that heavy fog is therefore the 

most dangerous weather for the living- not only are they more 

aberrant, they are also less visible. If you absolutely must venture 

out of your safe zone into fog, be extra vigilant for potential 

zombie encounters.  

 

This past spring, leading up to and just after the outbreak, has 

been particularly rainy, which has lent itself to allowing for 

repeated observations of these behaviors and their subsequent 

predictability. Now that we are in the middle of the summer, I’ve 

been watching carefully, as often as I can to changes in weather 

and zombie behavior. 

 

 Bright sunlight or overcast skies don’t have a discernable effect on 

their movements and demeanor. Temperature also has little effect 

on them. We’ve had a mild summer here, and I don’t believe that 

the temperature has gotten higher than around 80 degrees. 

Between the 45-60 degree weather of spring and the 65-80 

degrees we’ve been experiencing this summer, I have not seen 

substantial behavioral changes.  

 

 Everything I’m talking about right now are casual observations. I 

have not documented anything or taken down any empirical 
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numbers. Nonetheless, from observations we can make 

predictions for what we can expect from the upcoming months.  

 

 In the fall, we get cooler weather, more wind and occasional snow 

flurries. Since we’ve observed that temperature changes are 

inconsequential, wind and precipitation are the variables to be 

looking at.  

 

 Zombies seem to be steady on their feet, so I doubt increased 

wind would directly have an effect. Indirect effects might be 

important, however; when close to the water’s edge, seas spray 

can often be felt in the wind. Similar to sprinkling rain, this might 

incense the zombies that are wandering the coastline. Leaves 

picked up by the wind that could be hitting zombies, particularly if 

they are wet, may very well provoke erratic behaviors too. 

 

 The onset of winter will bring snow. Here on the coast we get 

relatively little. With gentle flurries, which we experience more 

than accumulating snow, I doubt it will elicit much of a response. 

Farther inland is a different story. Zombie reaction to heavy 

snowfall is entirely unknown. Will their reactions be comparable to 

that of heavy rain, essentially immobilizing them? Will snow even 

melt upon hitting a zombie’s skin? Maybe reactions will more 

closely resemble that of drizzle or mist, adding to their rage. If the 

cold skin of these creatures does not cause snow to melt upon 

impact, will there be any reaction at all? Freezing temperatures 

are another factor to consider. Will zombies freeze? If they do 

freeze, does it kill them? 

   

These are questions that can only be addressed in time, as the 

seasons change. 

 

Max (off mic) Wrap it up, Roz! 

 

 

Dr. Clark It’s “Dr. Clark.” 

(pause) 

Thank you for listening. I hope we will be able to gather 

more specific observations with time, that will allow us to 

accurately make predictions that can be projected so we can know 

what to expect. 

 

I’m Dr. Rosalind Clark. 


