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Atlanta Radio Theatre Company (ARTC) 

Board Meeting 29 April 2017 

MINUTES 

Attending: David Benedict, Bob Brown, William Brown, Oreta Campbell, Kristine Dennis, 
Robert Drake, Rachel Franco, Anthony Fuller, Joshua Kreisel, Bill Ritch, Brad Strickland, Hal 
Wiedeman. 
 
President Bill Ritch called the meeting to order at 17:00. 
 

1. Studio Space: Vice-President Benedict reports that the ARTC studio space seems to have 
stabilized for the next three years. Currently Terminus Media (from whom we sublet the 
space) plans to withdraw from the lease, but several co-lessees have agreed to take it over 
and ARTC will be able to continue our sub-lease. The film makers who are taking part in 
co-leasing the space plan to install a high-speed internet line, and ARTC can pay them 
for access and share utilities. The rent will remain the same; overall costs may go up (but 
probably only slightly) if we share paying for the utilities. 

 
2. Studio rentals: Benedict reports that we have many inquiries but only a few actual 

rentals. We might be able to attract more if we could find more sound engineers to work 
the board (and be paid by the renters). One potential engineer is Matt Franklin. 
 

3. The Mark Time Awards have been delayed for one year. The plan is for the awards to be 
open to productions from mid-2016 all the way through December of 2017—which 
means we may enter ARTC programs that compete with each other for an award. Our 
participation is under consideration. A question from the floor arose: Is participation in 
the Mark Time Awards even worthwhile? President Ritch explained that it is, since the 
awards ARTC has won contribute to its prestige, its sales, and its presence among peers. 
One of our ongoing concerns is that our organization may become too insular, and this is 
one way to prevent that perception. 
 

4. As a follow-up, Robert Drake moved that the existing ARTC awards committee (William 
Brown, Ron Butler, and Brad Strickland) assume responsibility for both internal and 
external ARTC awards: not only the Thomas E. Fuller Award and the occasional Cthulhu 
Award, given internally to ARTC members, but also manage ARTC’s applications for 
external awards. The motion passed, and Secretary Strickland said that he would get in 
touch with the other members of the awards committee on three issues: (1) establishing 
criteria for a Sacha Dzuba Memorial Award for voice performance; (2) beginning the 
nomination and voting process for the Fuller and, if we elect to give it this year, the 
Cthulhu Awards; and (3) looking at the external awards for which ARTC may wish to 
apply. (That step has subsequently been taken.) The Board agreed that we do not yet 
need to consider establishing a budget for application fees for external awards. 
 

5. The HEAR Now Audio Fiction and Arts Festival: Benedict reported that he submitted 
Treasure Island to the festival and that it has been chosen for Podcast Palooza; he has 
requested that only Part 3 be presented, since we may garner some sales from its 
exposure there. Benedict asked the Board’s opinion: Is participating in HEAR Now 
beneficial for ARTC? The members mentioned various benefits: (1) It is again a method 
of publicizing ARTC and its work among our peers and among the listening public; (2) it 
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decreases the perception of ARTC being insular; (3) it promotes exchange of approaches 
and ideas with others in the field. A question came from the floor: Should we do a live 
performance at HEAR Now? The consensus was that we should—but not this year, 
because the festival is in June and we need more lead time for planning. 

 
Benedict then asked if ARTC wanted to send him to the festival again this year. After 
discussing the benefits of the trip and the cost, the board approved of sending David 
Benedict to represent ARTC at the 2017 HEAR Now Festival, Kansas City, MO, June 8-
11, 20017. 
 

6. Board members are aware of interest in establishing an Audio Drama track at 
DragonCon, which would include podcasts, audio drama productions, panels on 
audiobooks, audio drama writing and acting, podcasting, and related interests. There is a 
current Podcasting Track at DragonCon, but its scope is more limited than what the 
interested parties are discussing. Ritch agreed to discuss the possibility with Pat Henry. 
If it materializes, a good many local and national audio producers are interested in 
participating. The possibility of gathering representatives of the groups to meet with 
ARTC representatives (not necessarily during DragonCon) to discuss the possibilities of 
such a move (or perhaps of creating a cooperative among the various audio groups). The 
Board reached no firm conclusion on this discussion. 

 
7. ARTC will participate in this year’s Monsterama convention. Ritch will discuss the 

production there with Anthony Fuller. 
 

8. Sarah Leonard, our consultant, has suggested that we amend the bylaws to provide for 
appointment, rather than election, of a limited number of Board members. Robert 
Drake, Pat Lucyshyn, and Hal Wiedeman were appointed as a committee to amend the 
bylaws. 
 

9. In conjunction with the last item, David Benedict’s position as a Board member came up. 
Since he receives pay from ARTC for managing the studio, we need to clarify his 
participation on the Board (no other members receive pay). This could involve David’s 
stepping down from the Board, or becoming a non-voting member, or becoming an ex-
officio member voting on all matters except those involving his own position. The Board 
and the committee will come to a decision on this matter. 
 

10. Committee reports: 
 

a. Sales Committee: No report 
b. Web Design Committee: Strickland deferred to Benedict for the full report: 

Benedict and Dave Schroeder have chosen Project 19 and Dabbled Studio for the 
overhaul of the ARTC website. The work will be done in WordPress. Pursuant to 
that, Benedict will coordinate a discovery session for meetings with the web 
designers regarding the history and direction of ARTC. The committee of 
members who will participate in the Discovery session will consist of David 
Benedict, Dave Schroeder, Chelsea Steverson, Josh Kreisel, and Brad Strickland. 

c. Art Committee: Chairman Bob Brown has worked with the sales committee to 
have a sales-table banner designed and produced. It will be ready by May for the 
summer and fall sales appearances. Currently, more artwork is being designed for 
forthcoming titles. High-resolution files for the logo and cover art will be 
available via a password-protected section of the new website. 
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11. The Board expressed a wish to create a Public Relations Committee and when Rachel 
Franco said she would be happy to serve on it, the Board appointed her Public Relations 
Officer for ARTC. 

 
12. Tony Fuller requested funding for 200 2-gig flash drives—our stock is running low. The 

Board approved the purchase of these. 
 

13. The next Board meeting was set for Saturday, June 24, at 2:00 pm in the ARTC studio 
 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 15:07. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brad Strickland, Secretary 
 


