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Atlanta Radio Theatre Company (ARTC) 

Officers’ Meeting 14 May 2016 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

Attending: David Benedict, Ron Butler, Oreta Campbell, Kristine Dennis, Bill Ritch, 
David Schroeder, Brad Strickland, Hal Wiedeman, Caran Wilbanks, Ron Zukowski. 
 

1. President Bill Ritch called the meeting to order at 14:45. 

2. The Secretary’s Report is posted on the web site and was accepted. 

3. This meeting’s Treasurer’s Report was tabled because of the Treasurer’s 
unavoidable absence. 

4. The Vice-President’s Report: 

 Productions 
1. We will perform All Hallows’ Moon at LibertyCon. Patti has requested that 

the casting be finalized ASAP. Bill Ritch requests that Patti take on an 
apprentice to help her as assistant director/floor manager; our stepped-up 
schedule needs more personnel. Bill also asks for suggestions and 
guidance on a short (ten-minute or so) funny piece to go before the main 
production. Several were suggested, including “National Endowment for 
Space Art,” “Rory Rammer: The Mummified Martian Mystery,” and 
something related to Dave Schroeder’s “Galactic Free Trade Association.” 
 

2. We will repeat All Hallows’ Moon at DragonCon. The Great Bird 
Conspiracy has been accepted as the comics-track performance; it’s 
possible we will also develop a short piece for that track regarding the 
anniversary of the characters Captain America and Wonder Woman. We 
have also agreed to perform “Haunter Hunters” on Thursday for the 
paranormal track, if they can provide us with the tech we need. We will 
also support a “Harry Strange” performance on Friday. The breakout is 
that ARTC will be involved in performances at DragonCon on Thursday 
(time TBA), Friday (expect 7pm) (The Goblin and the Golden Rose; “Harry 
Strange”), Saturday (time TBA, but midday) (The Great Bird Conspiracy) 
and Sunday (expect 7pm) (mainstage, All Hallows’ Moon). Bill will 
coordinate with Tony Sarreccia regarding “Harry Strange.” 
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In view of our expanded performance schedule at DragonCon, Bill 
recommends that Patti negotiate with the con committee for more badges. 
Currently we are allotted 35, but that is not enough; the sales force needs 
about half of those. It would be better if we could have 50 badges for our 
production, staff, sales force, and actors. This may need to happen for next 
year and we will need to limp along with what we have this year. 

Also we need younger voices for a good many roles in The Great Bird 
Conspiracy: three teen-aged or young-adult male roles and three teen-
aged or young-adult female roles are included in the script. We further 
need additional tech crew, and Ritch cautioned that we will have to work 
out a schedule for rehearsing the various scripts. 

3. Beyond DragonCon, Benedict is in touch with James Riddlesperger 
regarding our producing a show in October at a Unitarian church 
(Riddlesperger will underwrite the production) 
 

4. Ritch said that he and Caran Wilbanks had seen a rehearsal of You Can’t 
Take It with You at the Tucker Arts Center, and it has a good space that 
ARTC could potentially use for An Atlanta Christmas. 
 

5. Along the same lines, Ron Zukowski has talked to Robert Drake regarding 
his former grammar school in Hapeville, which now offers theater classes 
taught through the Academy Theater. It is possible that we might use some 
of the children in a lean version of An Atlanta Christmas, attracting a 
larger audience (parents and grandparents). 
 

6. Helen Dennison Fleitz, who acted with ARTC some years ago, has been in 
touch with David Benedict about returning to the group as an actor. 

7. For 2017: Nothing is set yet, but Anthony Fuller wants us to produce 
Brides of Dracula (it will be the twentieth anniversary of the piece). We 
will try to get The Ghosts Project for the music. 

8. Bill Ritch heard from the head of ConJuration and told them that ARTC 
will skip this year because of our commitments, but asked about having a 
sales table there. That was said to be acceptable to the con committee. 

9. For 221-B: It might be possible to get in touch with Stephanie Osborne 
regarding adapting one of her pieces. Other possibilities: a dramatization 
of one of Randall Garrett’s Lord Darcy stories or of writing a pastiche of 
Sherlock Holmes featuring P.G. Wodehouse’s Bertie and Jeeves as, 
respectively, Holmes and Watson. 

5. Studio: Not much has changed since the last meeting. Sherlock Holmes and the 
Crime of the Century is now complete; we need to decide on a vendor for 
production of the CDs and to set a price point for the two-disk set. 
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We need copies of The Colour out of Space and A Glitch in Time. 

Treasure Island: All of the music will be in by 5/15/2016. The cover is being 
created by artist Val Lindahn. Editing is going forward. 

Dash Cardigan: Anthony Fuller is continuing with the editing, and Alton is 
working on music for that and “The Proper Thing to Do.” 

Benedict observes that we really need to recruit more editors. Strickland 
suggested that he could get in touch with the audio/video production staff at the 
University of North Georgia (Gainesville) regarding recruiting students. To the 
end of recruitment, Benedict wants to re-record the ARTC demo (given to 
prospective editors as an audition and test of their abilities). 

Benedict also wants to record “The Thing on the Doorstep.” Strickland will finish 
the revisions on the script soon. 

Regarding the negotiations with the United Methodist Church, the ball is now in 
their court after Benedict asked them to reconsider some clauses in the 
prospective lease that would have made it too expensive for ARTC to rent the 
space. 

6. Website. Bluehost offers free hosting for qualified nonprofits through 
Grassroots, which uses Guidestar as its screener for qualifications. Unfortunately, 
Grassroots is in the process of going out of business. Benedict did a livechat with 
a sales representative at Bluehost who was unaware of the situation. He has now 
written to Bluehost and to Grassroots asking for immediate approval, since ARTC 
has submitted all necessary applications. 
 
If we cannot qualify, we would have to pay $11.00 to $20.00 monthly for web 
hosting, but in that case ARTC should insist on Bluehost’s meeting some basic 
requirements (we would not be in a position to make these demands if the 
hosting were free). We probably will NOT be able to offer download cards at 
DragonCon because of this situation. 
 

7. Mark Time Awards. Benedict submitted both War of the Worlds and Sherlock 
Holmes and the Crime of the Century. The former is one of three finalists, and 
the organizers suggested it would be a good idea for a representative of ARTC to 
attend the conference, Hear and Now. The cost would be roughly $1000.00. The 
fee for registration is $250.00, but as a previous winner, ARTC will receive a 
discount on that. The conference will be June 9-12. 

The officers voted for ARTC to fund David Benedict’s registration at the 
conference and members said they would contribute toward the rest of his 
expenses. 

8. Ritch said that MidAmeriCon would like for ARTC to perform there, but that is 
impossible this year, given our schedule. However, the Heinlein Society has asked 
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for and received permission to play at the convention recordings of the Dean’s 
List productions we have available. 

Neil Butler is putting final editing touches on the War of the Worlds recording. It 
is on track to be available as a product in late June or early July. 

9. The next meeting was set for 15:30 on July 16 (following the Board meeting) in 
the studio. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 15:55. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brad Strickland 

Secretary 

 

 
 

 
 


