
Page 1 of 5 

 

Atlanta Radio Theatre Company (ARTC) 

Officers’ Meeting 30 April 2016 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

Attending: David Benedict, Ron Butler, Oreta Campbell, Kristine Dennis, Bill Ritch, 
Dave Schroeder, Brad Strickland, Hal Wiedeman. 

President Bill Ritch called the meeting to order at 15:04 

1. Secretary’s report: The minutes of the previous meeting, as corrected by David 
Benedict, have been posted at wiki.artc.org. The officers voted to accept the 
minutes as posted. 

2. Treasurer’s report: The treasurer being absent on business, the report was 
postponed until the next meeting. 

3. Vice-President’s report: 

 Live Productions 

o Our performances at both 221B Con and Treklanta were successful. 
Though the conventions were small, a good proportion of the 
attendees were in the audience for the shows. Oreta Campbell 
praised Kristine Dennis for being an audience wrangler at 221B, 
helping direct people to the event. In addition, ARTC had an 
unexpected, last-minute (and silent) guest star, Dave Nellist (Mike 
Stamford in Sherlock) which added to the attraction. Next year we 
may try to involve a guest star in a more active way. Sales of product 
were light at both conventions. However, next year ARTC may gain 
some ADR (automated dialogue replacement) work through 
contacts made at 221B. 

o Looking ahead: we plan to perform All Hallows’ Moon and perhaps 
one or two short pieces at LibertyCon in July. This year we will do 
no Sunday morning readings. Bill Ritch has negotiated an 
attendance deal for younger ARTC members at LibertyCon: They 
have a one-day admission as part of the production; they may get 
free admission on other days in exchange for helping with 
convention work. 



Page 2 of 5 

 

o DragonCon: The Comics Track people have not responded to us, 
leaving the status of The Great Bird Conspiracy in limbo. Right 
now ARTC plans to present All Hallows Moon by Thomas E. Fuller 
and The Goblin and the Golden Rose by Kelley Ceccato as its main 
offering. We will also provide a platform for “Harry Strange” and 
will try to find a slot for a play based on the Bill Holbrook comic 
strip Kevin and Kell. There is also interest from the Paranormal 
track in a performance of Haunter Hunters on Thursday. 

 Recorded Productions 

o The Colour out of Space: Was released at the last DragonCon and 
will be available this year. 

o War of the Worlds is in pretty good shape; it could be released now, 
but some audio tweaking would improve it. Neil Butler is willing to 
make the needed changes. It should be finished in time to be 
available for sale at Dragon Con; the target release date is July 1, 
and ARTC should plan to have at least 25 copies available for sale. 

o Sherlock Holmes and the Crime of the Century is done and will be 
released June 1. Benedict observed that the production of this item 
gave ARTC valuable experience, and it came in under budget. We 
should have at least 25 copies ready for sale by DragonCon. 

o Treasure Island: Music tracks are coming in and with luck, the 
production should be finished and replicated by Dragon Con. Again, 
the target is to have at least 25 copies available for sale. 

o There are studio uncertainties that prevent us from being able to 
plan productions for DragonCon 2017. 

o “The Proper Thing to Do” is almost finished and will be made 
available on the website for free and as an extra on .mp3s for sale at 
DragonCon. 

o Nairobi Jack: Voice tracks are all done, but they need rebalancing, 
and editing goes slowly; just the first episode is currently in rough 
cut. Mike is editing the piece, but, given the lengthy delays and the 
fact that Dash Cardigan will certainly be finished first in any case, 
David B has asked Mike to finish the version of The Shadow Over 
Innsmouth that was performed in 2012 as part of “Lovecraft’s 
Nightmares” with The Ghosts Project before continuing on Nairobi. 
This and Dash Cardigan will not be put on CD, but will run as 
serials on the Centauri Express and may be offered in .mp3 form as 
well. 
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o Dash Cardigan: Closer to release than Nairobi Jack. Anthony 
Fuller is collecting SFX for Dash Cardigan, but his works schedule 
may not permit this. Neither of the last two will be ready for Dragon 
Con. 

 Other production concerns 

o Bill Ritch will work on sales potential for Commonplaces, the piece 
we did for 221B Con. 

o We need to plan for the Centauri Express podcast 

o Lone Star Planet has been on hold because of the production 
demands of 221B and Treklanta. David will now edit the voice 
tracks and decide what pick-ups (if any) may be needed. 

o Nothing-at-All is in the production pipeline. David wanted to 
submit it for the Mark Time award, but that would have made it a 
rush job. He thinks it’s better to do a good editing job and hold it for 
next year.  

 Upcoming plans for live performances in the fourth quarter of 2016 

o David Benedict has been in communication with James 
Riddlesperger, who has suggested that we participate in a 
fundraiser in October. Talks are continuing. 

o Oreta Campbell and Dave Schroeder volunteered to staff a sales 
table at ConJuration. 

o Monsterama is a convention set for early November and is a 
possibility for us. Anthony Fuller wants ARTC to put up a 
production of Brides of Dracula next year; it was suggested that we 
might premiere this production at Monsterama. 

o An Atlanta Christmas will most likely be at the Academy Theatre. 

 Non-performance plans:  

1. We will plan a panel at SF Summer 
2. We will plan a sales table at MomoCon on Memorial Day 

Weekend 

 The Studio situation: 

The lease negotiations with Lawrenceville UMC have raised several 
problems for ARTC: the church asked for a $300.00+ security deposit, a 
$50.00 monthly utility fee, and a higher than expected insurance 
requirement. Additionally, the church asked for a six-month review 
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period, after which either party could dissolve the lease agreement, not a 
good situation for an organization looking to stabilize its operations. 

On the other hand, Terminus Media is in a new deal with the CDC and 
will stay in its facility for at least six months. They want us to stay, and 
David will ask for an agreement that guarantees us a tenure of at least six 
months. He will be meeting with Terminus representatives soon to plan 
how to better monetize the space. 

News: Jason Tyler, a director and performer for “The Harry Strange 
Radio Drama” has reported that he knows someone trying to put 
together audiovisual production facilities together on the South Side of 
Atlanta. If ARTC could do some movie sound work, we might move the 
studio to this developing facility. Ron Butler pointed out that in the 
location mentioned, vibration and sound would be an issue, but we could 
soundproof for that. 

Also the old Sears complex near Hugh Howell and Mountain Industrial 
is being converted, providing a possible avenue for exploration. 

 The studio has received some rental money lately: a group rented it for 
an audiobook production, and a podcast, “Fifty Shades of Negro,” rented 
the facilities to produce one episode. David Benedict had to stay late for 
the latter, and the officers commended him for his service. 

 Shopping for web hosting: Bluehost will give free hosting for qualifying 
nonprofits. They rely on Guidestar listings to determine eligibility; 
Guidestar ranks non-profits into three categories, Bronze, Silver, and 
Gold. We are not at gold level because we have no single identified 
constituency to serve. However, David is confident we can be classified 
at the silver level, and that will gain us free hosting. David, Bill, and Hal 
have all vetted the application material and David will submit it. 

Oreta asked: Can we sell from the website if it is hosted on Bluehost? 
The answer is “probably, and if not then a workaround will be sought.” 

 Sponsorships: Zipsprout is a company that finds small businesses 
looking for sponsorships. ARTC got one sponsor through them. David is 
asking for elaboration on the process and says the company will do a 
blog post about ARTC.  On his wish list is a WordPress plugin so that we 
can set up sponsorships to run for a designated period and then 
automatically expire.  

 Other business: Bill talked to Keith Kato, the President of the Heinlein 
Society, recently. Kato asked if we could perform a Heinlein-based work 
at MidAmericon (this year’s Worldcon), but has no way to support a 
production. He then asked if he could run the CD for The Man Who 
Traveled in Elephants during the con, and Bill granted permission. 
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Kato agreed to put ARTC promotional material on a table in the Dealers’ 
Room.  

The next meeting has already been set for May 14, to follow the Board Meeting, at Bill 
Ritch’s house. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 16:38. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brad Strickland 

Secretary 

 


