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Mercury: A Broadcast of 

Hope 

Jennifer of Faith 

By Diana Lancaster and David Benedict 

 

Max Good morning, everyone, um...we’re back. This is day six since 

we came back on the air. 

 

Earlier in the week Agnes had noticed that there were people in 

Gipstein Lighthouse. And then she went on the air and invited 

them over. Without consulting with myself or Dr. Clark. 

 

Agnes I said I was sorry. 

 

Max Anyway, they took her up on her invitation and yesterday 

afternoon we were able to meet Jennifer Long, who has taken up 

residence there with her family. 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with this area, Gipstein Lighthouse is 

about a mile offshore from our current position. It’s essentially a 

three story French-colonial style brick house perched on a man-

made island, built back in 1909. The story is that the rich people 

living on the coast at the time wanted a nice-looking lighthouse in 

the style of their own homes rather than a tin-can with a lamp out 

in the middle of the Sound. 

 

(Jennifer clears her throat) 

 

  Anyway, I have Jennifer here with me in the studio! Jennifer... 

 

Jennifer Uhm, Hi! I’m a little nervous- I’ve never been on the radio before! 

 

Agnes You’re doing great! I hadn’t either until a few days ago. My 

internship wasn’t supposed to cover being on-air talent! 

 

Jennifer (nervous laugh) thanks! (pause) What should I say? 

 

Max Just introduce yourself and tell us a little about how you and your 

family are surviving offshore!  
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Jennifer Well, we had to evacuate our home in a hurry. We have a little 

outboard motor skiff which, luckily we all piled into with what little 

we could grab. Once safely away from the beach, Gipstein 

Lighthouse was the only place we could think to go. We’ve felt 

safe there ever since. It’s just enough space to accommodate my 

two children, my mom and of course me. My son, who is 13, has 

always been an avid angler and has been a wiz at feeding us from 

the ocean. I happened to think to bring a small radio which is how 

I found out that you three were over here at the station. I’ve been 

listening in on your broadcasts and wanted to contribute what I 

could. From the lighthouse I’ve got a pretty good view and can tell 

you that there are an above-average number of the dead about 

three miles from where we are now, up by route 59, but they aren’t 

coming this way. Other than that, not much to report, which I 

suppose is a good thing. 

 

Max Definitely. Will you be able to come by regularly and let us know 

what’s going on? 

 

Jennifer Not really. Getting here isn’t really all that easy. We’ve only got a 

small boat and I don’t like leaving my family alone up there. If I 

see anything, I’ll definitely make the trip if I possibly can, but I 

don’t think I can make it over here just all the time. 

 

Max Well, we certainly appreciate your coming over today.. 

 

Jennifer It’s my pleasure. Um, I was wondering if I might be able to say 

something to your listeners. If it’s ok. 

 

Max Of course, it’s what we’re here for. 

 

Jennifer Thanks. I just wanted to let everyone know that...well, that they 

shouldn’t give up hope. I know that’s kind of trite, considering 

that’s what you, Agnes, and Dr. Clark have been saying for the 

last few days, but … well, I just wanted to emphasize it. I think 

Agnes called it a broadcast of hope the other day, and I couldn’t 

agree more. 

 

Agnes Thanks! I’m thinking the whole thing could be called Mercury: A 

Broadcast of Hope. 

 

Max Later, Agnes. 

 

Jennifer But she’s right, Max. We have a lot to be hopeful for, and a lot to 

be thankful for. Having made it safely this far is a miracle on it’s 

own. With the rise of the dead… heh, literally and figuratively, I 

feel like both my spirit and my faith have been put to the test.  
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My family has always been the most important part of my life and 

my dedication and drive to protect them has been made stronger 

than ever through all of this. We’ve all been able to push through 

and accomplish more than we ever would have thought possible! I 

watch my daughter, who is only four, display bravery and 

determination that  most adults couldn’t even muster. My son has 

been thrust into adulthood faster than he deserves. He takes far 

more responsibility in taking care of us than a teenager ever 

should! But I still see them being kids! When the seas are calm 

and the sun is shining, I watch them with wonder as they play like 

normal children. Despite everything, I have hope for their futures! 

They are growing up quickly, but don’t parents always say that? 

They are strong. And as all parents do, I often feel like I don’t 

know what I’m doing and how could I possibly think that I could 

successfully raise children in this world. But those days are getting 

less and less frequent. We adapt and we grow.  I know they’ll be 

fine. When I have my moments of doubt, I lean on that faith. I truly 

believe that not only will everything come out okay in the end, we’ll 

all come out better that we were before.  

 

Max And your mother? I suspect she’s shown incredible strength too? 

 

Jennifer Oh my goodness! You would never know she’s in her 70s! For the 

past few years I’ve been preparing to take care of her as she 

ages. Now she’s taking care of me! I’ve always known she was a 

strong woman, but I had no idea! The way that she carries our 

family and encourages everyone, she is continually fueling my 

faith too.  

 

I have one request. I don’t know if you have one around, but if you 

do and can spare it, I’d be really grateful. 

 

Max  What do you need? 

 

Jennifer More of a desire than a need. A bible. I don’t know the last time I 

even used a real one- for years it’s just been an app on my phone! 

I don’t even need a complete one-- I’d be grateful for just the new 

testament. I find strength in scripture. I value what it teaches. I’m 

doing my best to raise my children in faith and love, empathy, 

compassion and caring. We all need to take care of each other. 

Now more than ever. We rely on one another. None of us can do 

this alone. 

 

Max That’s a pretty powerful statement: take care of each other. 

 

Jennifer Besides encouraging hope, that’s a message I’ve been getting 

from your broadcasts. This unlikely team here in the station is 

doing just that. And hopefully any group of people out there 

listening! 
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Max That’s a good note to go out on today! I’m Max O’brien. 

(Pause) 

Take care of each other.  


